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The article continues the research started in the monograph [1] and the articles [2– 4], where the global 
trends of modern transport logistics were investigated. Against this background, the competitive positions 
of the Belarusian transport logistics and its export opportunities in the modern conditions of digitalization of 
logistics were analyzed. Based on the concept of digital globalization introduced in [5; 6], new tasks of the 
Belarusian transport logistics for export development are formulated.

Digital globalization, changes in international trade, digitalization of foreign trade and stagnation of world 
trade in goods do not contribute to the growth of transport logistics. The growth of the world trade in transport 
services is more or less adequate to the growth of world trade in goods (taking into account the decrease in the 
weight of world GDP and trade) that need to be transported from the exporting country to the importing country 
(fig. 1, table 1). The average annual growth rate of world trade in goods has slowed since the 2008 crisis and 
over the past 11 years from 2007 to 2018 exports was growing by 3.1 % and exports of transport services by 
2.5 % (see fig. 1), i. e. the elasticity of freight traffic from world trade volumes and world GDP decreased due to 
digitalization, which increased the elasticity of service exports as a whole from world GDP. World exports of 
transport services in 2017 and 2018 recovered, after falling in previous years and exceeded 1 trillion US dol-
lars. The growth was mainly caused by the growth of tariffs. UNCTAD forecasts an annual growth of 3.8 % in 
transport services exports until 2023.

Ta b l e  1
Dynamics of elasticity of transport services exports by world trade volume

Criterion
Year

2005 2010 2015 2018

World exports of transport services, mln US dollars 576 340 826 850 902 790 1 016 600
Cost of cross-border transport services per unit of world 
export trade in goods (elasticity of transport services exports), 
coefficient

0.057 0.055 0.055 0.053

N o t e. Authors’ calculations based on UNCTAD [7] data.

It should be noted that the proportions between world trade in goods and services have shifted from 81:19 
to 77:23, i. e. the share of services in world trade is growing (table 2).

The slowdown of the world merchandise trade is not only caused by the slowdown in GDP growth – ave
rage annual GDP growth rate after the crisis amounted to 3.56 %, but mostly because of the digitalization 
(virtualization) of GDP and, as a consequence, annual average growth rate of the world trade in services was 
4.6 % increased its share in global GDP from 3.3 % in 1990 to 6.9 % in 2018 (table 2). Obviously, services do 
not need to be transported using traditional logistics, this is done mainly by the Internet. This is confirmed by 
a decrease in the share of transport services in world exports of services: in 1980 it was 33 %, in 1990 it was 
25 %, in 2018 it was 17.6 % and by a sharp increase in the share of computer services. Half of the world’s 
transport services exports come from the EU, followed by the US, Singapore and China.

Fig. 1. Average annual growth rates of world GDP, exports of goods, services  
and transport services after the global financial crisis in 2007–2018. 

(authors’ calculations based on UNCTAD [7] data)


