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Ta b l e  3

Dynamics of export of Belarusian transport services

Criterion
Year

1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2019

The export of transport services of Belarus, 
mln US dollars 302.1 640.7 1341.2 2961.5 2928.2 4009.9

Percentage of transport services  
in total exports of services, % 64.8 64.5 57.3 61.8 44.1 41.5

N o t e. Authors’ analysis based on the data of the Balance of Payments of the Republic of Belarus [8].

In the publication [1] it was shown that the export of Belarus transport services depends linearly on the 
turnover (import) of Russia from the EU:

EXP (t) = 7.476 5 Ru_EC (t) – 233.84,

what made it possible to predict that it could reach 6 bln US dollars by 2030. However, sanctions and anti-
sanctions led to a sharp decline in trade between Russia and the EU from 380 bln US dollars in 2014 up to 
200 bln US dollars in 2016, i. e. reduced it by 47 %, which, in accordance with our model, reduced the 
Belarusian export of transport services by 22 %. Later it was replaced by Chinese trade with the EU. Partial 
restoration of Russian trade with the EU in 2017 and 2018 to 253 bln US dollars and the growing Chinese 
railway trade with the EU (in 2019 it was 338.5 thsd containers) restored the Belarusian export of transport 
services and in 2019 brought it to a record figure of 4009.9 mln US dollars [7]. This is despite the fact that 
the share of pipeline transport services in the structure of exports of cargo transport services has signifi
cantly decreased due to low tariffs for the transit of Russian oil and the selling of gas pipelines to Gazprom 
(fig. 3). Thus, if in 2007 pipeline transport provided a third of the export of cargo transport services, then by 
the end of 2019 it was only 18.6 %.

In 2019 the situation was aggravated by losses due to the stop of oil pumping for almost a month due to pol-
lution. Therefore, the agreed increase in the tariff from the 1st September by 3.7 % instead of the required 22 % 
does not compensate for the loss of the pipeline component in the total export of freight transport services. 
At the same time, the growth of Chinese trade turnover in Belarus and the expected growth of Russian imports 
of equipment and machinery from the EU allows us to hope for a small increase in 2020 in cargo export of 
transport services and export of transport services in general, in particular due to the growth of tourism due to 
the cancellation of visas.

Digitalization of the growing container traffic and implementation of the Belt and Road Initiative create 
new trade routes and new opportunities for Belarus to export transport services.

Fig. 3. Structure of export of cargo transport services of the Republic of Belarus in 2007 (a) and 2019 (b), % 
(authors’ analysis based on the data of the Balance of Payments of the Republic of Belarus [8])


