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into medium- and long-term development plans, central political documents, and national economic work 
conferences, signifying that a health human capital-centered human capital strategy has risen to a top-tier 
national development priority4 (fig. 1).

Fig. 1. Timeline of major policy documents related to health human capital in China

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, and particularly since the beginning of the 21st century, 
the country has significantly increased its investment in health capital, leading to a progressively improved 
healthcare service system and markedly enhanced health governance capacity. On one hand, the overall scale 
of healthcare resources has expanded substantially. By the end of 2023, China had approximately 1.07 mln me
dical and health institutions and more than 10.17 mln hospital beds, representing 290.8-fold and 119.3-fold 
increases, respectively, compared to 1949. The number of hospital beds per 1000 population rose from 0.16 
to 7.23. The primary healthcare network has been continuously strengthened, with primary institutions ac-
counting for over 90 % of all medical facilities, effectively achieving near-universal coverage across urban 
and rural areas.

On the other hand, the health workforce has expanded steadily. As of 2023, the total number of health 
personnel nationwide reached 15.24 mln, nearly 27  times the  figure in 1949. The number of licensed 
(assistant) physicians and registered nurses per 1000 people increased to 3.40 and 4.00, respectively, 
indicating a clear improvement in the level of professionalisation. Meanwhile, the healthcare insurance 
system and service delivery models have undergone significant optimisation. The number of individuals 
covered by basic medical insurance reached 1.33 bln, with coverage rates remaining above 95 % since 2018.  

4Central Economic Work Conference 2024 [Electronic resourse] // Communist Party Member Network. URL: https://www.12371.cn/ 
2024/12/12/ARTI173401163-6857721.shtml (date of access: 15.02.2025) (in Chin.) ; General Office of the State Council. Notice on the 
issuance of the 2024 Key Tasks for Deepening the Reform of the Medical and Healthcare System // The Central Peopleʼs Government 
of the Peopleʼs Republic of China : website. URL: https://www.gov.cn/zhengce/content/202406/content_6955904.htm. (date of access: 
10.02.2025) (in Chin.).


