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data of the State Statistics Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan1 [1; 9; 10] and the author’s research were 
used as a source of information. Azerbaijani scientists are constantly studying agriculture, territorial organisa-
tion, development potential and current situation of the country. They also conduct research on technical crops 
and other areas of plant production. 

Researches on technical crops have been conducted in many countries of the world [11–17].
This article analyses the current status of technical crops and their location by altitude zone in the north-

western part of Azerbaijan. Statistical data and a survey carried out in this area were used to determine the 
development characteristics of technical crops.

Results and discussion
The studied economic regions of Ganja-Dashkasan and Gazakh-Tovuz with 5.0 and 4.6 % of the share of 

technical crops respectively rank fourth and fifth after the economic regions of Mil-Mughan (34.6 %), Kara
bakh (23.6 %) and Shirvan-Salyan (21.9 %).

In the Ganja-Dashkasan and Gazakh-Tovuz economic regions, the share of technical crops is 7.4 and 4.3 % 
of the total agricultural crop area respectively. Technical crops are mainly grown in the Samukh (24.0 %) and 
Goranboy (70.0 %) administrative districts of the Ganja-Dashkasan economic region, and in the Tovuz (23.5 %), 
Shamkir (27.8 %) and Aghstafa (47.0 %) administrative districts of the Gazakh-Tovuz economic region [9].

Technical crops are mainly spring sown crops and cereals. Technical crops such as sunflower, sugar beet, cotton 
and tobacco are grown in small quantities in the north-western part of Azerbaijan (fig. 1). It should be noted that 
in the Ganja-Dashkasan and Gazakh-Tovuz economic regions, sunflower accounts for 58.9 % of the total area 
under technical crops, cotton – 14.2 %, sugar beet – 16.2 % and tobacco – 0.6 % [4].

The line graph compares the changes in the four main areas in terms of the total area under technical crops 
in the Ganja-Dashkasan and Gazakh-Tovuz economic regions over 10 years. It can be seen that the indica
tors for the total area of technical crops are unstable between 2013 and 2023. All crops increase over 10 years. 
From 2013 to 2017 there was a sharp increase in sunflower crops. This level seems to be maintained in 2019, 
then the indicators for sunflower decrease slightly. Since 2013, 960 ha of cotton was slowly decreasing, then 
jumped roughtly, reached 5400 ha. After 2018, the indicators for cotton decreased slightly and currently cot-
ton plants occupy 1540 ha. The indicators for sugar beet increased rapidly from 2013 to 2017, then decreased 
dramatically. The indicators for tobacco increased gradually over 10 years.

Tobacco cultivation started in 2016 and increased from 38 to 64 ha. Sunflower, cotton, and sugar beet are 
the most variable crops. 

The pie charts (fig. 2) show the main changes in technical crops and production over 10 years. In 2013, 
a very large majority of plantations was cultivated sunflower, accounting for almost four-fifths. Cotton accoun
ted for less than a fifth. Sugar beet accounted for about one in twenty. But in 2023, these indicators changed. 
Although sunflowers still account for a significant proportion of the area, just over three-fifths, sugar beet is 
about one-fifth and cotton is almost one-fifth.
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Fig. 1. The dynamics of technical crop cultivation over 10 years  
in the north-western part of Azerbaijan, ha.
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