
96

Журнал Белорусского государственного университета. География. Геология. 2025;1:89–98 
Journal of the Belarusian State University. Geography and Geology. 2025;1:89–98

The 201–500 m altitude zone is the second zone, where 18.4 % of the cotton area (0.3 thsd ha) and 16.0 % 
of the cotton production (0.7 thsd t) are concentrated. Productivity is 23.8 centner/ha.

In connection with cotton growing, there are cotton mills in the town of Delimammadli and a cotton factory 
in the town of Ganja, which play an important role in the development of light industry in the Ganja-Dashkasan 
economic region. Despite the fact that there are favourable conditions for the development of cotton growing 
in the plain areas of the economic region, the lack of water has led to a reduction in the crop in recent years. 
It should be noted that the effectiveness of all agrotechnical works carried out in cotton cultivation directly 
depends on the satisfaction of the plant’s needs for moisture [3; 22].

One of the technical crops grown in the north-western part of Azerbaijan is sugar beet, which is a plant 
of the mild climate zone and is used both for sugar production and as a nutrient in cattle breeding. In the 
north-western part of Azerbaijan, 12.8 % of the technical crops are sugar beet. Despite the fact that there were 
opportunities to obtain 250 –300 centner/ha, no attention was paid to the cultivation of this plant in our republic 
for a long time [23].

Sugar beet is a raw material for obtaining sugar. Thus, 40 % of the world sugar production comes from 
sugar beet [7].

World sugar production is about 160 mln t per year with per capita consumption of about 23 kg. Sugar 
beet yields better in temperate climates, particularly in areas such as France, Germany and the northern USA. 
After the first sugar beet plants produced sugar in the early 1800s, sugar from beets and cane completed the 
market [14]. The first and only sugar factory of Azerbaijan was commissioned in 2006 in the Imishli adminis-
trative district. The factory’s daily sugar beet processing capacity has reached 10 000 t4.

Since 2006, sugar beet cultivation has started in the Shamkir administrative district (110 ha) of the Gazakh-
Tovuz economic region and in the Goranboy administrative district (47 ha) of the Ganja-Dashkasan economic 
region (fig. 6). Since 2012, there has been a growing interest in this area and the area under cultivation has been 
gradually expanded. Currently, more than a third of the country’s sugar beet area (about half of its production) 
is located in the Gazakh-Tovuz economic region.

The productivity of sugar beet is 621.5 centner/ha in the Samukh administrative district of the Ganja-Dash-
kasan economic region and 673.8 centner/ha in the Tovuz administrative district of the Gazakh-Tovuz economic 
region, which is higher than the overall productivity of the republic (446.2 centner/ha).

Sugar beet cultivation in upland areas covers four zones in the Ganja-Dashkasan and Gazakh-Tovuz eco-
nomic regions (table 2).

In the Ganja-Dashkasan economic region, 17.9 % of the sugar beet area and 10.8 % of the production are 
concentrated in the lowlands with an absolute altitude of up to 200 m.

The highland areas with an absolute altitude of  201–500 m are the main sugar beet growing areas. Thus, 59.9 % 
of the sugar beet area (60.1 % of production) in the Ganja-Dashkasan economic region and 83.5 % of the sugar 
beet area (89.2 % of production) in the Gazakh-Tovuz economic region respectively are located in this altitude.

4State programme of socio-economic development of the regions of the Republic of Azerbaijan (2004 –2008 years) / Minist. of Econ. 
and Industry of the Repub. of Azerbaijan. Baku : Minist. of Econ. and Industry of the Repub. of Azerbaijan, 2009. 204 p. (in Azerb.).

Fig. 6. Distribution of sugar beet production  
in the Republic of Azerbaijan in 2023 by economic regions, % 

(according to [9], modified)


