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The mechanical movement of the world’s population from one place to another has taken place under the 
influence of natural, political, military and economic factors, and in one way or another has affected the set-
tlement of the population. Thus, slave commerce was encouraged, about 12 mln people being brought from 
Africa. Later on, the XIX and XX centuries brought along a revival of the migration towards the American 
continent, this time the immigrants coming mostly from Western Europe. They were representatives of the 
poor class, travelling to New World in seek of a better life [13].

The return of many migrants is associated with deteriorating economic conditions in their destinations and 
a desire to return and land. Analysing the social survey of migrant participants, we see that the majority of re-
turnees are from rural areas. In developing countries, rural-to-rural migration is more prevalent than rural-to-ur-
ban migration. This trend is often observed in low-income countries. It also depends on the socio-economic 
conditions of the population living in rural areas [14].

The developed region has a positive impact on other nearby settlements. Also, the administrative district with 
a strong economic base plays a very important role in the socio-economic conditions of the rural population, the 
development of different areas of agriculture and the improvement of rural infrastructure. Residents living in 
villages close to district centres earn higher sales by producing more agricultural products to meet the needs of 
urban populations. These factors have a positive effect on the social conditions of the population living in rural 
areas, thus contributing to the survival of the population. If the administrative district, which plays a central role, 
is poorly developed economically, it will have a negative impact on rural settlement and increase migration [15].

Due to the establishment of industrial enterprises in urban centres, the able-bodied population is concentrated 
here, which has led to the expansion of the territory of cities in the horizontal and vertical directions. The expan-
sion and transformation of urban areas is a dynamic and complex socio-economic phenomenon due to natural 
and anthropogenic factors. Accordingly, the increase in population density in urban settlements has led to so-
cio-economic difficulties and demographic problems. Also, the increase in the number of jobs in urban centres 
and the provision of modern infrastructure are the main factors influencing the expansion of urbanisation [16].

The rapid or slow growth of cities has a direct impact on the socio-economic conditions of the population. 
In slow-growing cities, housing prices are falling. In fast-growing cities, housing prices are also high and 
a number of problems in providing housing for low-income families, lead to migration to other cities or regions. 
Therefore, the sale of apartments at low prices will allow relatively low-income families to make the most of 
these opportunities. Such slow growth of cities has a positive effect on the growth of its economic power [17].

Materials and methods
Study area. In the presented article, the Guba-Khachmaz economic region and its Gusar, Khachmaz, Guba, 

Shabran and Siyazan administrative districts were selected as the research object (fig. 1).

Fig. 1. Economic regions of Azerbaijan (prepared in ArcCIS (version 10.3))


