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and developing practical measures for their sustainable development. In this regard, there has been a need to 
change the paradigm of rural development and search for its new directions through the maximum use of local 
resources in rural areas [18; 19]. This involves placing emphasis on territorial rather than industrial (sectoral) 
development with the involvement of local resources and the expansion of business activities. An example of the 
successful solution of these tasks is the modern policy of the European Union in the field of rural development. 

Fig. 1. Multifunctionality of rural areas and the results of its manifestation. 
S o u r c e: [14]

Within the framework of the European Union common agricultural policy, the following strategic goals 
are defined: 

	• increasing the competitiveness of agriculture; 
	• ensuring sustainable management of natural resources and climate change; 
	• achieving balanced territorial development of rural economies and communities, including the creation 

and preservation of jobs; 
	• protection of the natural environment, compensation of costs for environmental protection measures 

[11; 14; 20; 21]. 
The successful implementation of the above goals requires deep, system-oriented scientific research. Many 

of them can be effectively carried out by representatives of geographical science, and thus, be interdisciplinary 
in nature. This will eliminate the «narrowly manufactured» nature of the highly specialised study of rural areas 
and expand the use of different methodological approaches and conceptual apparatus in their study. Taking into 
account the multifunctional nature of rural areas, aimed at creating and maintaining a living environment, the 
effective use of environmental potential, ensuring environmental safety, and preserving natural, historical and 
cultural heritage, geographic planning acts as a management and organisational mechanism for their regula-
tion. In this context, it is understood as a special procedure for territorial organisation with the aim of rational 
placement and balanced interaction of natural, economic, infrastructure facilities and their spatial combinations 
for the sustainable development of rural areas [22–32]. Among the promising and poorly developed tasks for 
achieving it is the assessment and accounting of the results of ecosystem services provided by rural areas. The 
latter are understood as material and intangible benefits and benefits from the ecosystems located on them 
(forests, wetlands, soils, meadows, agroecosystems), which, along with economic ones, perform important envi-
ronmental regulating and environmental functions, i. e. refers to a natural asset that has a certain value [33–35].


