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as socio-economic, natural, cultural subsystems and multifunctional purposes, in Belarus there is no information 
about geographical boundaries and spatial localisation of such territories, supported by thematic maps.

To identify and map rural areas, the experience of their typology developed by the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development in relation to the states of the European Union is very constructive and 
useful [72]. According to the proposed typology, rural, rural-urban (transitional) and urbanised territories are 
distinguished. The indicators that delimit these territories are population density (in people/ km2), the proportion 
of the population living in rural areas and the presence of population in urban settlements (in thsd people). 
Rural areas include areas with a population density of 150 people/km2, and the proportion of the population 
living in rural communities is more than 50 % and does not have an urban population. Rural-urban (transi-
tional) territories are characterised by a population density of more than 151 people/km2, and the share of the 
population in rural communities is 15–50 %, respectively. Urbanised areas are represented by urban settlements 
with a population of more than 200 thsd people, and adjacent rural communities, where the share of the rural 
population is less than 15 %.

We used the proposed methodological approach to identify the types of such territories in Belarus, taking 
into account the differences in absolute geodemographic data and settlement systems in comparison with the 
countries of the European Union (table 2).

Ta b l e  2
Typology of rural, rural-urban and urbanised territories of Belarus and their indicators

Territory type Population density,
people / km2

Proportion 
of population living 

in rural areas, %

The population living 
in the urban centre,

thsd people

Rural Less than 15 More than 50 Less than 20

Rural-urban (transitional) 15–35 Less than 50 More than 20

Urbanised More than 35 Less than 15 More than 50

A certain difficulty is caused by the identification of rural-urban (transitional) territories, which «essentially 
merge together on the basis of stable and daily labour, household, trade, cultural, recreational and other types 
of connections» [73, p. 57], forming peculiar continuums. Based on this, it was recently proposed to identify 
200 rural-urban continuums of this kind on the territory of Belarus [74]. However, its author rightly notes 
that in most of the continuums small urban settlements predominate, which do not differ significantly in their 
social standards, infrastructure, lifestyle and employment from rural settlements. Only for urban settlements 
exceeding 20.0 thsd population are the primary processes of agglomeration and the formation of a suburban 
zone, including neighbouring rural settlements, which establish rural-urban (transitional) territories, noted. 
As a result of the research carried out and the scientific results obtained, for the first time, a nationwide map 
(see fig. 2) was compiled, which shows the distribution areas and geographic localisation of rural, rural-urban 
and urbanised territories, the share of which in the total area of the republic is 82.1, 10.8 and 7.1 %, respectively.

Fig. 2. Rural, rural-urban and urban areas of Belarus

As follows from the contents of the map, rural areas occupy a dominant place in the geographical space of 
the republic, characterised by a noticeable extent and low population density. Urbanised areas and adjacent 


