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The key achievements of the department of higher mathematics and mathematical physics of the physics faculty of the 
Belarusian State University during its 60 years of existence are presented. The milestones of the department’s history are 
outlined – from its establishment in 1961 as a general education chair providing both lecture courses and practical classes 
in all branches of higher mathematics at the physics faculty and the radiophysics and computer technologies fa culty to 
its further strengthening as one of the leading departments of the physics faculty. The department’s present-day priori-
ties, which are strongly related with the integration of information and communication technologies into the educational 
process and updating the educational system in accordance with both the requirements of modern society and scientific 
advances, have been indicated. Particular attention is paid to the searching for new forms of educational process orga-
nisation, developing new methodological supports and studying guides, textbooks for the studied subjects, monitoring of 
current progress, conducting exams and tests, stimulating students’ self-study. 
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The university department of higher mathematics and mathematical phy-
sics (HM & MP) was founded in September 1961 as a general chair providing 
the high-level educational process in mathematics courses at the physics faculty. 

Doctor of science (physics and mathematics), professor A. H. Turetsky estab-
lished and took over the lea dership of the department (1961–1968). Among the 
first lecturers of the department of HM & MP were experienced employees of 
the mathematics faculty: professor A. V. Ivanov, associate professor N. I. Brish, 
associate professor I. A. Sokolov, associate professor M. S. Garashchuk, senior 
lecturer E. A. Murashko. Already in its early stages the department had developed 
certain traditions in the teaching of mathematics courses at the phy sics faculty. 
It was during these years that typical and working training programs were deve-
loped, programs were agreed with related disciplines and methodological support 
for the teaching process was elaborated. 

Professor A. H. Turetsky was an exclusive organiser of educational, methodo-
logical and research work. His lectures on constructive function theory attracted 
a wide audience of mathematics students of various specia lisations and were characterised by depth of content 
and accessibility of presentation. Scientific investigations supervised by the head of the department were related 

to the theory of approximation. A. H. Turetsky also chaired a scientific seminar, 
which attracted a great attention of employees and students of other universities 
and scientific institutions from the Minsk and became widely known including out-
side the BSSR. A. H. Turetsky was the founder of a scientific school, where under 
his supervision 7 PhD theses were successfully defended. His scienti fic heritage 
includes more than 60 scientific artic les on the theory of interpolation, 2 mono-
graphs (1968, 1977) and textbooks [1; 2] approved by the Ministry of Higher 
Education of the BSSR, which even today are the source of new approximation 
problems for students and scientific followers.

The department of HM & MP was chaired by professor Yu. S. Bogdanov 
(1968 –1973). During this period the activities of the department staff were aimed 
at developing and improving the methods of teaching mathematics, as well as de-
veloping methodological supports for new training courses. Yu. S. Bogdanov has 
published a number of textbooks, 3 of which are addressed to students of physics 
specialties: «Lectures on mathematical analysis» (in two parts) [3; 4], «Lectures 
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